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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 3, 8 and 13 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because they are multiple dependent claim dependent on claims 1 and 2. See 
MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim is 
dependent on Claim 1 . It appears to the examiner that it should be dependent on claim 
2. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nakai et 
al. (US 6,081,342). 

5. Regarding Claim 1 , Nakai et al disclose a print processing method for executing 
print processing upon exchanging print information with a device connected via a 
network, comprising: a step of submitting print information (image data are transferred), 
which has been generated by one device (digital copying machine 92), to another 
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device and starting a print job (col. 21, lines 62-67 and col. 22, lines 1-18); a detection 
step of detecting whether a failure (transmission error) has occurred on the side of the 
one device during the submission of the print information (takes too long for the digital 
copying machine 93 to return the image data due to an error on the transmission line) 
(col. 32, lines 15-19); step determining to abort (Figs. 31, S203), suspend or resume 
(Fig 31, S204) (col. 36, lines 41-64), which is currently being submitted, in accordance 
with the detection made at said detection step; and step of reporting abort (Figs. 31, 
S203), suspension or resumption (Fig 31 , S204) of processing to the other device 
(digital copying machine 93), which receives the of control of the print job in accordance 
with the determination made (col. 36, lines 41-64). 

6. Regarding Claim 2, Nakai et al disclose a print processing method for executing 
print processing upon exchanging print information with a device connected via a 
network, comprising the steps of: receiving print information (image data are 
transferred), which has been generated by one device (digital copying machine 92), at 
another device (digital copying machine 93), and starting a print job based upon the 
print information received (image data store in the memory 73 are outputted onto the 
sheets in the output order) (col. 21, lines 62-67 and col. 22, lines 1-18); receiving 
notification of control of the print job (transmission error) reported from the side of said 
one device (digital copying machine 92) during processing of the print job started (col. 
32, lines 15-19); determining to suspend or resume the print job on the basis of the 
received notification of control of the print job (Fig. 31 , S203 and S204); and if a print job 
is submitted during suspension of the first-mentioned print executing processing of the 
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other print job until said first-mentioned print job resumed (carries out the job 
afterwards) (col. 35, lines 48-53). 

7. With regard to Claim 3, as best understood by the Examiner, and in addition to 
the comments in paragraph 1 above, Nakai et al disclose processing print information 
that has been generated on a data transmitting side (col. 32, lines 55-65). 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Nakai et al disclose a method wherein in a case where a 
failure (transmission error) that occurred is eliminated at detection performed at said 
step for detecting (takes too long for the digital copying machine 93 to return the image 
data due to an error on the transmission line) whether a failure (transmission error) has 
occurred, said determining step determines to resume processing of the suspended 
print job (Fig. 31, S204) (col. 36, lines 41-64). 

9. Regarding Claim 5, Nakai et al disclose a method wherein in a case where a 
failure (transmission error) that occurred is eliminated at detection performed at said 
step for detecting (takes too long for the digital copying machine 93 to return the image 
data due to an error on the transmission line) whether a failure (transmission error) has 
occurred, said determining step determines to resume processing of the suspended 
print job (Fig. 31, S204) (col. 36, lines 41-64). 

10. Claim 6, 1 1 , 24, and 28 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 1 . 

1 1 . Claim 7 and 12 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 2. 

12. Claim 8 and 13 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 3. 

13. Claim 9 and 14 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 4. 

14. Claim 10 and 15 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 5. 
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15. Regarding Claim 16, Nakai et al disclose a system wherein devices connected 
via the network include a copier (digital copying machine 92 and digital copying 
machine 93). 

16. Claims 17, 18, 20, 22 and 25 are rejected for the same reason as Claim 16. 

17. Regarding Claim 19, Nakai et al disclose a printing control apparatus for 
transmitting print information via a network to cause another apparatus to perform 
printing comprising: submitting means for submitting a print job to the other apparatus 
(image data are transferred), said print job consisting of print information that has been 
generated by scanning in a document (digital copying machine 30 includes a scanner 
section 31 serving as a image input section) (col. 7, lines 21-25); and command 
transmitting means for transmitting command to abort processing of currently submitted 
print job (Fig 31. S203) to the other apparatus in accordance with failure (transmission 
error) that has occurred in said printing control apparatus during submission of the print 
job (direct request-receiver machine to cancel data processing and erase stored image 
data) (col. 36, lines 41-64). 

18. Regarding Claim 21 , Nakai et al disclose a printing control apparatus for 
transmitting print information via a network to cause another apparatus to perform 
printing, comprising: submitting means for submitting a print job to the other apparatus 
(image data is transferred), said print job consisting of print information that has been 
generated by scanning in a document (digital copying machine 30 includes a scanner 
section 31 serving as a image input section) (col. 7, lines 21-25); and command 
transmitting means transmitting a command to suspend (Fig. 31, S204) processing of a 
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currently submitted print job to the other apparatus in accordance with a failure that has 
occurred in said printing control apparatus during submission of the print job (direct 
request-receiver machine to continue job or suspend job until trouble is removed) (col. 
36, lines 41-64). 

19. Claim 23 is rejected for the same reason as claim 21 . 

20. Claim 26 is rejected for the same reason as claim 19. 

21 . Claim 27 is rejected for the same reason as claim 21 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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